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UNUSUAL CAREER

Crowdsourcing, tv style

| June 16,2012

It pays to be part of the 'spontaneous’
audience at a reality TV show.

A year ago, had he been asked to laugh for
no reason in particular, Vishal Suvarna
would have found it embarrassing. Today,
it's all in a day's work. Suvarna's unusual
career started when he was a final-year
science student. He signed up to be one of
the several faces that reality show cameras
like to fleetingly acknowledge. The
attraction was the Rs 500 per shift it fetched
him in 2010 and a possible future as a production manager. However, the recent boom of
talent and chat shows has ensured that clapping and laughing for the camera is now a
source of livelihood for Suvarna.

Among his fellow rent-a-laughers are a few middle-aged housewives and retired men but
most are youngsters who cannot otherwise afford to pay their bills without this 'career' in
hand.

Crowd gathering for TV shows is the job of various 'co-ordinators' and 'suppliers' to whom
the production houses outsource their requirements. If it's a talk show, they ask for
middleaged "aunties" and "uncles" who are otherwise ignored by most channels.

For most shows, jeans-clad youngsters are preferred. Girls who are too dark are made to sit
in the back row and the front row generally consists of aspiring models who work only on a
nine-hour shift basis.

Says Pappu Lekhraj, a popular name in this business of crowd sourcing : "A good-looking
crowd comes at a premium. "

A job that only entails laughing, clapping and dancing might sound easy but it involves a lot
of uncertainty and some discomfort - unpredictable timings, endless waiting and a strictly
monitored work environment. Phones have to be switched off, meals postponed and the
bladder controlled for hours. Lunch is the only assured meal and it could vary from a
packed sandwich to a plate of rice.

"Sometimes they ask us to dance when we are dead tired and hungry, " says Meeta, who is
still hurt about the fact that she was once rejected for being "too short".

Contrary to what is seen on television, audience reactions are tightly monitored and
directed. When the audience is asked to guffaw, it has to, even if it means tickling your
neighbour to get the required effect.

Suvarna has been witnessing the circus of reality shows from the ringside too long to watch
its edited version on TV. "It's all acting, " says the veteran audience member who says that
he has seen regulars in the paid crowd circuit appear on reality shows with fake problems.

At most new shows, few in the audience know what to expect. At the beginning of one
serious political talkshow this reporter attended, one of the members was heard asking his
co-ordinator : "Aunty, who is going to sing?"

www.timescrest.com/coverstory/crowdsourcing-tv-style-8120

POPULAR ON TIMES CREST

IN THIS SECTION ENTIRE WEBSITE
‘Who's this guy

Juneg, 2012

The Guy Fawkes mask hasbecome a symbol of
protest, quite like Che Guevara.

Haction packed

Juneg, 2012

Hackers have alwayshad a place in pop
culture, but their machinations have been
most appreciated in the movies.

Anon activity

Juneg, 2012

Internet paedophile Chris Forcand was arrested
after Anony mous contacted the police. It was
the first time a suspected internet predator was
arrested.

More in this Section

FROM THE TIMES OF INDIA

LATEST MOST POPULAR

1. Hackersmessup All India quota PG medical
seats allotment

2. Havell's India expected to double appliances
turnover in FY 2013

3. Custodial torture: Gujarat HC takes inquiry
papersin its custody

4. Uttarakhand by poll: BJP fields Prakash Pant
against Vijay Bahuguna in Sitarganj

5. BRICS pledges $75 billion contribution to IMF's
bailout fund

More from The Times of India

PROFILES m

My quiver is full of
arrows: Deepika

Daughter of an auto-
rickshaw driver, Deepika
Kumari set her eyes on
a...

112



6/19/12

Lke ~ One
person

Crowdsourcing, tv style | Cover Story | Times Crest

More Profiles

FROM TIMES BLOGS

You Might Also Like

Singer(,lscuba

diver, doctor

record

Dear Phanibabu, there are no comments on this article yet.
Why don't you post one?

Commentsare moderated and will be posted if they are about the Topic and not abusive

Characters remaining (300)

Can't write, will

Living in 'Shanghai'

Ibegan towonder if Iwas inside
the hall or outside it.

Bachi Karkaria

Teach Mamata a lesson
Mamata Banerjee should be
accused of treason.
Prashant Panday

Gender bender?

The reported rape by Pinki
Pramanik will create furore.
Robin Roy

More Tim es Blogs

MORE INSIDE
THE GREAT LIFE

v
P
g

Smoked martinis &
chemical caprioskas
Molecular mixology is about

tostir up a storm at the
Indian bar.

Other Times Group news sites
The Times of India | The Economic Times

soheiaD erged | S5lIMs el
Mumbai Mirror | Times Now
Indiatimes | ATHRA eT3FT

HERTE TT5H:A

ADVENTURE SPORTS

The fighter jet set

Doyou fancy a MiG-29 ride?
Many Indians are going for a
spin in fighter jets.

Living and entertainment

| Technoholik
Networking
itimes | Dating & Chat | Email

Timescity | iDiva | Bollyw ood | Zoom

HOT WATER SPRINGS IN
FRANCE BECKON

In hot water

TOI-Crest tries some water
therapy.

Hot on the Web
Hotklix

Services

POETIC LIFE: TALIBAN

'TONGUE' FOR TASTE

Soul of the Taliban

Van Linschoten, Devji have
created controversy by
compiling Taliban poetry.

Tongue-tied with
pleasure

Nothing beats a good tongue
roast. But you have tofind it
first.

Book print ads | Online shopping | Business solutions | Book domains | Web hosting
Business email | Free SMS | Free email | Website design | CRM | Tenders | Remit
Cheap air tickets | Matrimonial | Ringtones | Astrology | Jobs | Property | Buy car

Online Deals

About us | Advertise with us | Terms of use | Privacy policy | Feedback

Copyright© 2010 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service

www.timescrest.com/coverstory/crowdsourcing-tv-style-8120

22



