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The Best of Asia 2010
It's impossible to capture Asia's diversity, but we try. Our annual guide to the region's best
experiences for mind, body and soul represents a mere fraction of what makes Asia special — and
every year, our correspondents realize just how much remains untold. That's how it should be.
One of the best things about Asia is that we'll never get the better of it

The teacher Kumar in action
ANNE SCHONHARTING / OSTKREUZ
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Best Cram School

Patna, India

Every year, some 230,000 students take

the notoriously difficult exam for a spot in

one of the prestigious Indian Institutes of

Technology, but only 5,000 pass. Last

year, 30 of them came from one coaching

center in Patna, capital of the

impoverished north Indian state of Bihar.

That may not seem like many, but for the

Super 30 center, it's a pass rate of 100%.

What makes that feat even more

remarkable is that these students are the

poorest of the poor, who would otherwise

never be able to afford full-time coaching.

Super 30's founder, local mathematician

Anand Kumar — who himself missed a

chance to study at Cambridge because he

didn't have enough money — gives full

scholarships, including room, board and travel, to every batch of 30 students he accepts.

They pass a competitive test just to get into Super 30 and then commit themselves to a year

of 16-hour days. Since 2003, 182 of a total 210 students have made it to one of the

institutes.

For them, it's more than just an academic accomplishment. "People who never

acknowledged us before started smiling and nodding at us," says Rahul, the son of a print

worker and a successful Super 30 alumnus. The project has even won the notice of Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh, who met with Kumar in February to hear his plan to launch a

national program for talented rural children. In a country that has struggled to offer those

students even basic education, Super 30 is an example of what's possible when human

potential is tapped. It's a lesson Kumar teaches his students every day. "Education is their

only weapon," he says, "to rid themselves of poverty and social exploitation."

Watch TIME's video "To See India, Take the Train."

View the full list for "The Best of Asia 2010"

The 50 Worst
Inventions

The Entertainment
of Summer: 76
Things to See, Hear
and Do

Top 10 Worst Chick Top 10 Most

Latest Lists More Lists »

Select a Section Story All Best and Worst Lists

MORE

Like 1,314 people like this.

Login

Recommendations

You need to be logged into Facebook to see your

friends' recommendations

Best in Surf: Dogs Ride the Waves - Photo
Essays

1549 people shared this.

Silly Bandz Bracelet Craze: School Ban Over
Distraction

930 people shared this.

Colombia's Antanas Mockus Emerges in Tight
Election Race

885 people shared this.

Facebook social plugin

NEWSLETTERS

ADD TIME NEWS

SEARCH TIME.COM

5/27/2010 Do the Math - The Best of Asia 2010 - …

time.com/…/0,28804,1988463_198899… 1/2



© 2010 Time Inc. All rights reserved | Privacy Policy |  RSS | Newsletter | TIME For Kids | LIFE.com

Subscribe | Contact Us | Terms of Use | Media Kit | Reprints & Permissions | Opinion Leaders Panel | Help | Site Map

U.S. World

Books Music

Politics Health & Medicine

Top 10 Travel

Barack Obama Environment

Michael Jackson Cars

TIME 100 iPhone

Movies Holidays

SEARCH LISTS
 

Topics

Most Popular

The 50 Worst
Inventions

The Lost Finale: Top
10 Most Anticipated
TV Endings

Field of Dreams for
Sale: Top 10 Iconic
Movie Locations

The Best of Asia 2010

Top 10 Famous Stolen
Body Parts

Lists: World

BACK  NEXT

2 of 16  View All

More News from Our Partners

Red Cross defends helping

Taliban

Jamaicans unnerved after

unrest

Report: Mexican drug lord

killed in shootout

Khloe & Kim Kardashian

Repeat 'Life & Sty le' Bikini

Cover, Give Identical

Interv iew (PHOTOS)

Ardi Rizal, Sumatran 2-

Year Old, Smokes 40

Cigarettes A Day

Simona Halep Breast

Reduction Surgery

PHOTOS: Tennis Star Back

In Action

Korean Crisis: South Stages

Major Anti-Sub Drills

Under Fire, Facebook

Unveils New Privacy

Settings

Ark. Police Mourn Officers

Slain by  Armed Teen, Dad

Total Recall: Jake

Gyllenhaal's Best Movies

Check Out the Best

Reviewed Video Game

Adaptations of All-Time!

Jean-Pierre Jeunet Talks

Micmacs

New Study  Reveals why

Horror Movie Music is so

Scary

Twilight and Harry  Potter

Win Big at the National

Movie Awards (VIDEO)

Nightly  News: Five Caught

in 'Spiderman' Web; Jason

Sudejkis Plans Murder

Top 10 Worst Chick
Flicks

Top 10 Most
Outrageous
Eurovision
Performances

Khloe & Kim Kardashian Repeat 'Life &

Style' Bikini Cover, Give Identical

Interview (PHOTOS)
From THE HUFFINGTON POST

Ardi Rizal, Sumatran 2-Year Old, Smokes

40 Cigarettes A Day
From THE HUFFINGTON POST

BP: 'Top Kill' Is as 'Difficult as We
Expected'
From AOL NEWS

Korean Crisis: South Stages Major Anti-Sub Drills
From AOL NEWS

Around the Web

Sponsored Links

E*TRADE Online Trading

Low Commissions & Free Research. Apply at...
www.etrade.com

Service Mgmt Software

4CS Service Suite to manage Warranty, Support,
Parts...
www.4cs.com

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

ING DIRECT Mortgages

The Easy Orange Mortgage: 3.750% Rate, 3.777% APR. Apply online!
www .INGDIRECT.com

Service Mgmt Software

4CS Service Suite to manage Warranty, Support, Parts and Service.
www .4cs.com

Crohn's Disease Symptoms

Take the CD Symptoms Quiz. Consult Your Doctor About the Results.
www .Livingw ithCrohnsDisease.com

  Buy a link here  

Lists by Topic

Techland

Graduation Gifts for
Nerds

10 Badass Archers »

Exclusive Preview: The Atomic Knights »

Steve Jobs vs Porn »

MORE

Subscribe to

RSS Feeds

Sign Up for

Newsletters

Add TIME

Widgets

Read TIME

Mobile on

Your Phone
Become a Fan

of TIME

Get TIME

Twitter

Updates

Stay Connected with TIME.com Learn More »

5/27/2010 Do the Math - The Best of Asia 2010 - …

time.com/…/0,28804,1988463_198899… 2/2


